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Marcia’s cat, Sami, an Abyssinian, peers out onto the back
deck from the living room. Upper left, a view of Erie Lake.

ByM.J. Kravec
mkravec@syracuse.com

D espite its more humble size, there is
something about Marcia Philipp’s
backyard deck that reminds you of the
outdoor terrace from “The Sound of

Music.”
It could be the view of Erie Lake that it

borders. Or the the potted ferns in concrete
containers that flank a white gate leading to
the water. With cushioned wicker furniture,
MacKenzie-Childs accents and a trickling
water fountain, it’s a scene that practically
begs you to sit back and relax. And if the
weather is less than perfect, there’s an out-
door room nearby that’s just as lush and
inviting.
It’s all the work of Marcia Philipp, inte-

rior designer. She and her husband, Rick
Granozio, bought the condominium in Erie
Village in East Syracuse in 2004. The
couple made some non permanent changes
(since it’s a homeowner’s association, Marcia
notes), including adding an outdoor screen
room, to accommodate their love of nature
and their two Abyssinian cats, Remi and
Sami. When asked how they came up with
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The screened-in hexagon house offers comfort for humans and cats alike, with cushioned wicker furniture, soft colors and lush greens.
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The backyard deck is an ideal spot for bird watching, says Marcia, an avid bird lover. Below,
fresh blooms top the kitchen table.

the idea for the screen room, Marcia
laughs.

“We really wanted something for
the cats,” she says.

getting out
On the deck, outdoor rugs soften

the transition from indoors. Wicker
furniture with cushions, potted laven-
der, rosemary and parlsey and accents
from MacKenzie-Childs add color and
texture.
Under a rectangular umbrella, a

Lloyd Flanders outdoor dining set
offers a spot to take in the sunrise
while sipping coffee. Cushioned
outdoor seating and a wicker otto-
man offer another gathering spot.
Concrete containers with summer
annual combinations from Carol
Watson Greenhouse in LaFayette
and a concrete fountain add a sen-
sory touch. Potted zinnias from ACE
Hardware in Fayetteville add color
on an antique shutter refurbished into
a shelf. Marcia uses the piece to set
out refreshments when having friends
over.
“I love to entertain,” she says. “I put

that out for water and appetizers. I got
it at a salvage yard,” she says.

Screen room
Also on the deck, the hexagon

screen house merges indoors and out
and is a hit with the cats, who lounge
on cushioned furniture in shady com-
fort. Outdoor wicker furniture with
floral pattern cushions complement
a rug in sage and white stripe. A bat-
tery-operated lantern on a timer offers

soft lighting as night approaches.
Tables topped with potted ferns and
antique boxes filled with shells, bin-
oculars and bird books are telling of
Marcia’s interest.
“I’m an avid bird lover and we have

great blue herons, green herons,… in
spring we get migrating ducks and
a few years ago, we had two Tundra
swans,” says Marcia.
Around the screen room frame,

Marcia hung shower curtain rods
with rope and outdoor drapes in linen
white. It’s a comfortable spot where
humans and cats can take in a summer
night even in unruly weather.
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SERVING ALL OF CNY

• Sales
• Installations
• Maintenance

• Repairs
• Residential
• Commercial

• Retail
• Restaurant

24 HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE

Fact: No Licensing or Insurance
Required Outside Regulated

Municipalities.
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699-1039
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672-3000
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We Keep You Safe

OUR REPUTATION
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF!

• Master Licensed & Insured
• Better Business Bureau Accredited
• Uniformed & Friendly
• Reasonable & Detailed Pricing
• Knowledgeable & Experienced
• All Work Guaranteed
• 24 Hr Live Call Center
• 25 Years of Customer Satisfaction

DO IT RIGHT THE 1ST TIME, INSIST ON...

The Professional
ELECTRICIANS!

SOME OF THE MANY
SERVICES WE PROVIDE

Visit Our Website At palmerelectric.com

• NEW WIRING/REWIRING
• TROUBLESHOOTING/DIAGNOSTICS
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• SERVICE INSTALLATION/UPGRADES
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• ELECTRIC HEAT
• GENERATORS & STAND-BY POWER
• BALLAST & LAMP REPLACEMENT
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• CABLING - Networking/Voice/Data
• SMOKE/CO DETECTOR INSTALLATIONS
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In the living room, a soft yellow sofa and coordinating chairs,
potted plants and a glass-topped coffee table that displays
nature books keep the look earthy, light and chic.

The Colonial Housefitter
Antiques & Primitive Neccessities

Offering Early American Country
Antiques and Primitive Goods.

You will also be delighted to find
historically inspired reproductions
made by American Hands.

(315) 492-1977
Visit us Wednesday – Saturday
11am to 5pm
4538 Apulia Road, Jamesville, NY00
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Stephen T. McMahon, J.D.

McMahon Law Firm
Attorneys & Counselors at Law
3 Henry Beach Drive, Camillus, NY 13031
Located behind the AmeriCu Credit Union

487-3724 • 1-800-813-4LAW
www.stevemcmahonlaw.com

• Medicaid
• Nursing Home Planning
• Asset Protection
• Living Trusts
• Probate

• Estate Planning
• Last Will & Testament
• Power of Attorney
• Health Care Proxy

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Even if you are in a nursing home, we may be able to save your
assets for your family. You may be eligible for Medicaid right away
with no waiting. We will prepare your Medicaid application for you.

Established in our Community. Concerned about your LIFE.

Mr. McMahon received his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Notre Dame Law School.

Our services include:

The key to asecure
financial future

for you and your
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Jamesville Carpet & Flooring

Your neighbor in the flooring business
Call Diane @ 378-0300

6500 E.SenecaTnpk., Jamesville

Stop by to see new options
in family friendly flooring

Hardwoods
Carpet

Laminates
Cork

Fiberfloor
Bamboo

Area Rugs
LuxuryVCT

Runners
Binding



Remi stands
watch over a
tray of blueberry
scones and
orange and mint
infused ice water
in the screen
room.

Surrounded by potted plants, a Lloyd Flanders dining set is a favorite spot to sip coffee and watch the sunrise.

Upstate home | sUmmeR 2014 PAGE 7

“It’s nice because when it’s raining, I can close the drapes and it
stays dry and we’ll sit out here and listen to the rain. It’s very pretty.”

Living coLor
From the deck, sliding glass doors (and a cat door) lead to an

open living and dining area. Large windows offer lake views, while
skylights bring in plenty of light. A soft yellow-chenille sofa and
coordinating chairs, potted plants and a glass topped coffee table that
displays nature books keep the look earthy and chic.
In the dining area, a table from Fremarc Designs, upholstered

chairs from Lexington Home Brands and a nine-arm chandelier with
shades add a touch of grandeur. A reproduction hutch displays the
couple’s collection of MacKenzie-Childs, Portmeirion and Lennox
pieces and antique pitchers.

counter intuitive
In the kitchen, black quartz countertops from Busch Products

in Syracuse and a cream limestone backsplash from Best Tile in

continueD on PAge 7

continueD from PAge 5



PAGE 8 SUMMER 2014 | UpStatE hoME

Quartz countertops from Busch Products, a cream limestone backsplash from Best Tile, MacKenzie-Childs
accents and fresh blooms add color and whimsy in the kitchen.

Syracuse coordinates with MacKenzie-
Childs’ Courtly Check accents. Custom
cabinets from Schaack Fabricating in
Syracuse keep the look light and elegant,
while white shutters flanking a bay win-
dow over the kitchen table offer privacy
and a view of the front garden.

A wAlk to remember
At the front of the house, Aspinall’s

Landscaping & Tree Nursery in
Chittenango installed the brick path and
patio that Marcia designed. Landscapes
East in Kirkville helped Marcia with
the garden’s concept. Two Adirondack
chairs and a sunny yellow umbrella offer
a romantic spot to enjoy the garden that
includes wild geranium, pin cushions,
mini zinnias and trumpet honeysuckle.
“Which the hummingbird loves,” says

Marcia, adding that she designed the gar-
den with the natural habitat in mind and
had it certified by the American Wildlife
Federation.
“I use a miniature barley straw bale in

the pond to keep it clean vs. chemicals,”
Marcia says.
In a corner of the garden, a meandering

pond and handcarved rock waterfall by
Landmasters in Cicero adds to the sensory
experience. Garden accents — a birdbath
and trellis — are kept to a minimum to
keep the focus on plants, Marcia says. But

CoNtINUeD from PAGe 7

315-727-8900-CONTRACTING-
D.R. WHITNEY J.R.

SCHEDULE NOW & SAVE $$$!$$$$$$
H O U S E J A C K I N G

House, camp, garage and porches
Structural leveling and straigntening

Support Beams & Floor Joists
ALL wood-rot repairs

FOUNDATION REPAIRS
Bowed & Cracked Foundations

Wall Reparis/ Resurfacing

WATER PROOFING
Wet Basements Made Dry

Interior/ Exterior Drainage Systems
Yard & Exterior Drainage Systems

Basement Walls Sealed

Three Generations of Quality Work
ALL PHASES OF REMODELING

Call Doug for a FREE ESTIMATE
Owner On All Projects

No Job
Too Small!

A charming store in the countryside of Cazenovia
Home Goods, Clothing and Accessories - Since 1988

Store Hours - Open March through December
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10-4, Sunday 12-4

1826 Ballina Rd., Cazenovia, NY 13035
off Route 13 south - 3 miles South of Route 20

315-655-3212 • www.oldandeverlasting.com
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A Countryside Boutique
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Garden blooms and an
outdoor fountain add
to the lushness of the

deck and garden.

a few touches have sentimental value — a miniature
“bunny trail” sign that belonged to Marcia’s mother,
who was nicknamed “Bunny;” a concrete hedgehog
at the front door and a boxwood topiary bought at
Chuck Hafner’s Farm Market and used in Marcia
and Rick’s wedding eight years ago.
It’s a suitable greeting to the home the couple’s

shared and decorated and enjoyed for nearly 10
years.
“My husband says it’s an adventure living with

an interior designer. He’ll come home one day and
a table will be gone, or a rug will be out,” Marcia
laughs.

Protect your investment.
Now is the time to make the SMART choice.

© 2014 CertainTeed Corporation

ROOFING • SIDING • TRIM • DECKING • RAILING • FENCE

GYPSUM • CEILINGS • INSULATION

800-233-8990 • certainteed.com/insulation

Introducing SMARTBATT™ Insulation

For more information go to
www.certainteed.com/syracuse

New SMARTBATT™ Insulation with MoistureSense™

Technology can make a big difference in your home
by helping reduce the risk of mold and mildew. Your
dream home deserves the best, so protect it against
moisture from the start.

SMARTBATT™ THROUGHOUT THE HOME

Remains moisture tight in winter

when humidity in the cavity is low.
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THE ONLY PRODUCT TO BLOCK AND BREATHE
Ask your home builder to use SMARTBATT™ in:

• Crawlspaces • Laundry Rooms

• Basements • Kitchens

• Bathrooms • Exterior Walls
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